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MSV 21: Spot The Error 
 

Twenty female runners run a race lasting around half an hour.  

The finish is close. The times of a random sample of seven runners  

are measured in seconds to the nearest second. 

   

 
 

      Comment on the answer 

given to the following question: 

Find the standard deviation sx  

for the resulting data set of times: 
 

1002, 1003, 1004, 1005, 1006, 1007, 1009 
 

Answer:  
 

Σx2 = 7072220, Σx = 7036 

x  =1005.142857… 

≈ 1005.1 (5sf) 
 

So sx = 6

)1.1005(77072220 2
 

 

= 10.31 (4sf) 
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